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MINUTES OF BRECON BEACONS NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY NATIONAL 
PARK AUTHORITY HELD VIA LIFESIZE ON FRIDAY, 27TH NOVEMBER, 2020

PRESENT:

Powys

Cllr Ratcliffe (Chair), Cllr M Jones, Cllr E Roderick, Cllr McNicholas and Cllr James Evans

Monmouthshire

Carmarthenshire

Cllr A James

Merthyr Tydfil

Cllr M Colbran

Rhondda Cynon Taff

Cllr G Thomas

Torfaen

Cllr S Evans

Blaenau Gwent

Cllr J Hill

Members appointed by the Welsh Government

Mr Christopher Coppock, Mr James Marsden, Ms Liz Davis, Canon Aled Edwards and Mr Julian 
Stedman

In Attendance

Angharad HawkesSean O'Connor, Monitoring Officer
Mr Julian Atkins, Chief Executive
Elaine Standen, Finance Manager

Apologies
Cllr Phil Pritchard, Cllr A Webb and Mrs S Holden
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128/20 Correspondence 

The Chair welcomed members, officers and the public to the meeting.  He also welcomed 
Deryck Evans from Audit Wales.
 
Apologies were noted.  Cllr M Jones would be joining later in the meeting.
 

129/20 Declarations of Interest 

Cllr J Evans declared a personal interest in item 9, Integrated Sustainability Appraisal of 
the Local Development Plan, in light of his employment by the Country Landowners 
Association.
 
Cllr E Roderick declared a personal interest in item 10, Llanspyddid Village Plan, as he 
owns land adjacent to the sewage plant referred to in the plan.
 
Cllr J Evans declared a personal interest in item 10, Llanspyddid Village Plan as he had a 
relative living in the village.
 
 

130/20 Minutes 

The Democratic Services Manager referred to some typographical errors on the minutes 
of 22 October which had been corrected since publication and a factual amendment 
under the CEO’s Announcements on 30 October.  Both sets would be published in their 
final form online once approved.
 

RESOLVED: 
 
a)     To approve the following minutes and authorise the Chair 

to sign them as a correct record: 
   NPA – 22 October 2020 as amended
   NPA – 30 October 2020 as amended

b)     To receive the minutes of the Audit and Scrutiny 
Committee held on 24 July 2020 

 
 

131/20 Public Speaking 

There were no requests to speak.
 

132/20 Chairman's Announcements 

The Chair and Deputy Chair had attended a meeting of National Parks Wales which was 
referred to in the Chief Executive’s announcements.
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133/20 Chief Executive's Announcements 

The Chief Executive had circulated an update on meetings attended and work progressed 
since the last meeting.  Members welcomed the advocacy work with Welsh Government 
on strengthening the policy position of National Parks in relation to the National 
Development Framework.
 
He answered questions from members on the detail of the National Parks Wales meeting 
and advised that it had been agreed in principle to have the same set of metrics for the 
eight designated landscapes in Wales. A workshop is being scheduled for December. In 
relation to a question from a Member regarding potential National Park involvement in 
the UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties (COP26), November 2021, the Chief 
Executive briefed on the ambition at UK level for the family of National Parks to have 
some involvement. Proposals were in development but these were at an early stage.  
Asked about major development in the Park officers advised that there was a presumption 
against this in National Parks if it can be sited elsewhere.
 

134/20 Approval of the Authority's Statement of Accounts 2019/20 

The Finance Manager and Mr Deryck Evans from Audit Wales presented the ISA260 audit 
of the Authority’s annual statement of accounts for 2019/20 and members noted the 
unqualified audit opinion.
 
The Finance Manager responded to questions about the type and level of reserves, and 
about the process for recouping outstanding debts.  
 
Mr Evans advised that there were some minor errors in the accounts but highlighted the 
challenges facing a small finance team.  He also referred to the annual reminder to 
members on their Register of Interest and related party transactions, and emphasised the 
importance of doing this.  There were some gaps this year which had been picked up in 
the audit. 
 
Members noted Audit Wales concerns about the value of property and assets held by the 
Powys Pension Fund as a result of the Covid-19 uncertainty.
 
The CEO responded to a question about Welsh Government funding and said that there 
were a range of conditions attached to such grants, with reporting requirements against 
spending.
 
Mr Evans referred to a useful document which explained how the accounts were 
processed and he would forward this to the Finance Manager to circulate to members.
 
Given the level of reserves a member suggested that there was resource to align with the 
ambition in the Corporate Plan.
 
Cllr M Jones joined the meeting but did not vote on this item.
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RESOLVED:

 
a)     That the Authority’s Statement of Accounts 

for the financial year 2019/20 is approved and 
signed by the Chair; 

b)     That the content of the ISA260 Report is 
received

 
The Chair thanked Mr Evans and members paid tribute to the work of the finance team.
 

135/20 Corporate Plan 2021/22 

The Chief Executive presented the draft Corporate Plan for 2021/22 setting out the 
Authority’s ambition and intended work priorities for the coming year, and thanked the 
Principal Planning Officer (Policy) for her hard work on this.  A final version would be 
brought to the Authority on 12 February 2021 once the financial budget settlement had 
been confirmed.
 
Members welcomed the improved format and content, but highlighted the need to follow 
through on evidence based metrics and the human resource required to meet targets, as 
well as the ‘golden thread’ of the high level ambition linking to individual work 
programmes.  Milestone targets in the Corporate Plan should reflect the 15 year targets 
in the National Park Management Plan.  The inclusion of a fourth focus area of 
organisational resilience was also welcomed.
 
A member suggested that the frequency of the word ‘challenge’ in the foreword needed 
to be balanced by the word ‘opportunity’ which would demonstrate a willingness to 
improve.
 
A small error was identified in the evidence under Landscape and Nature Recovery and 
the member would forward the correct figures in relation to red listed bird species.
 
A member welcomed how the plan fitted into the social context of the day which made it 
a living and very relevant document.  The CEO agreed and said that it played to the origin 
of National Parks in response to social reform.  Another member agreed with this but 
cited the need to demonstrate inclusivity in relation to different faiths in some of the 
material included in the draft.
 
The CEO had received comments from a member not present regarding a suggested 
amendment to the vision which had been honed from the working vision previously 
approved by Members.  He welcomed views from members and there was general 
support for the new wording.
 
The Principal Planning Officer (Policy) advised that the poem used at the end was received 
in the recent competition inspired by the interpretation stones on the A470, as part of a 
wider drive to use such material in strategic documents.
 
The Chair asked the officer to pass on thanks to the team.
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RESOLVED:  To  note progress with the Draft 
Corporate Plan.

 

136/20 Revised Scoping Report Integrated Sustainability Appraisal LDP/NPMP for 
Consultation 

Cllr J Evans declared a personal interest in this item and did not vote.
 
Members considered a revised process for the Integrated Sustainability Appraisal for the 
National Park Management Plan and Local Development Plan.
 
During this item the Chair briefly lost connection and the Deputy Chair took the chair.
 

RESOLVED:  To approve the Replacement Baseline 
Scoping Report for a consultation period.

 

137/20 Llanspyddid Village Plan 

 
Cllr J Evans and Cllr E Roderick declared personal interests in this item and did not vote.
 
Members considered the draft village plan which had been initiated and driven by the 
community and welcomed three residents to the meeting.  Mr Rob Griffiths described 
how the community worked together to identify what it needed.
 
Members congratulated them on an inspiring piece of work and hoped that they would be 
prepared to share some of the learning to benefit other communities.
 
The CEO commented that it was a good example of how the Active Travel initiative in 
Wales could be applied to rural as well as urban areas.
 

RESOLVED:  To approve the Llanspyddid Village 
Plan Draft Supplementary Planning Guidance for at 
least an eight week period of public consultation.

 

138/20 Member Reports 

The Landscape and Biodiversity Champion reported on a meeting he had attended with 
Chairs and Environment Directors of Powys and Herefordshire Councils on phosphate 
pollution.  A further meeting was expected to take place in January to include two local 
MPs.
 
He had attended an online event on Natural Capital Finance and Investment and 
emphasised the important of a new initiative focus on nature recovery which could lead 
to private investment in ecosystems.  He cited examples in Hampshire and the Somerset 
Levels.
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He advised that he had recommended the postponement of the proposed land 
management member workshop on 7 December in order that officers could assimilate 
the expected Natural Resources Wales paper due out in mid December and also the 
Welsh Government’s White Paper on Agriculture.  A workshop in late January/early 
February would also allow members to hear what the guest speakers had to say at the 
Policy Forum in January.  Officers had agreed that this was expedient and would 
reschedule the workshop.
 
In response to a comment about other sources of water pollution in addition to farming, 
Mr Marsden also reminded members of the report from the Environmental Director of 
Dwr Cymru/Welsh Water which he would recirculate.
 
Cllr A James reported on his first meeting as a Director of the Biodiversity Information 
Service.
 
The Heritage Champion reported on two meetings of the Heritage Environment Action 
Plan partnership which was very effectively supported by the Heritage Team.  A useful list 
of stakeholders had been produced, and a small group would be needed to steer the 
partnership in the short term.
 

139/20 Gifts & Hospitality 

No declarations were made.
 

140/20 Any Other Business 

There was no further business.
 

Signed as a correct record
Chairman of the National Park Authority


